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 The group’s initial mission statement was: to provide a data-driven and 
consensus-based diagnostic approach for patients who present with 
symptoms and objective clinical evidence suggesting CNS white matter 
disease; 

 to include guidance for appropriate clinical, radiological, and/or 
laboratory tests that should be done to exclude alternative diagnoses, 

 especially those that are amenable to appropriate treatment; 

 and to develop a practical tool for neurologists to facilitate accurate 
diagnosis and to guide management and which will complement the 
McDonald Diagnostic Criteria
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 The 2017 McDonald criteria outline the measures to fulfill these elements. 

 The risk for misdiagnosis is higher when these 4 principles are incompletely 
satisfied. 

 All versions of the McDonald criteria have required “no better explanation” 
for the clinical picture before making a diagnosis of MS. 

 However, the converse of this statement does not apply; when the 
possibility of MS cannot be excluded, the diagnosis should not be made 
prematurely. 

 Rather, the patient should be followed until there is sufficient evidence to 
support the diagnosis
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